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Lyra and her animal daemon live a carefree life amongst the scholars of Jordan College, 
Oxford. Yet the destiny that awaits her will take her far from her home, to the magical frozen 
lands of the Arctic, amongst the witch-clans and ice-bears. Here, she will discover the truth 
about her identity, which will have immeasurable consequences reaching beyond her own 
world. 

 
This books explores the issues of conscience, morality, trust and resilience. 

 This is about a powerful friendship between a girl (Sephy) and a boy (Callum) who have a 
major barrier in their way …the colour of their skin! 
 
There are two races in the book: the Crosses (darker-skinned people) who are the superior 
race and the Noughts (lighter-skinned people) who are at the poorer end of society. 
 
The book explores the challenges such a friendship presents and models strong 

values of friendship. 

 

Cameron desperately needs a new heart when he is offered the opportunity to take part in a 
radical and controversial experiment involving the transplant of a pig's heart. While Cameron 
soon comes to terms with the idea, he finds the world around him less accepting. A powerful 
and thought-provoking read. 

 
This book explores the issues of xenotransplation, conscience, friendships and the 
sanctity of life. 

 

When Pierrot becomes an orphan, he must leave his home in Paris for a new life with his 
Aunt Beatrix, a servant in a wealthy household at the top of the German mountains. But this 
is no ordinary time, for it is 1935 and the Second World War is fast approaching; and this is 
no ordinary house, for this is the Berghof, the home of Adolf Hitler. Quickly, Pierrot is taken 
under Hitler's wing, and is thrown into an increasingly dangerous new world: a world of terror, 
secrets and betrayal, from which he may never be able to escape. 
 
This book explores the notion of how power and authority can be abused and the 
struggles of standing up for what is morally right. 

 

Child I is based on facts. Child I is turning 10. 
He has the same hopes and dreams as most 10 year olds and loves nothing more than 
playing with his friends and having adventures.  But Child I longs for something more – 
freedom, family and a home that isn’t ‘the Camp.’  What happened to Child I? Why doesn’t he 
have a name? Will he ever break free from the guards who terrorise the camp? 
 
This book explores the struggles of children who face extreme disturbances to the life 
they know as they are thrown into the world of refugee status. 

 

Matthew has Obsessive Compulsive Disorder. He tries to help an investigation into the 
abduction of a child, without even leaving his house. A captivating read, combining a 
compelling whodunit with an engaging protagonist. 
 
This book explores the struggles of a disorder and how these can be overcome.  
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Every falling star by: The 
True Story of How I 
Survived and Escaped 
North Korea  
 
Sungju Lee & Susan 
Elizabeth McClelland 
  

‘Every falling star’ follows the life of 12 year old North Korean boy Sung 
Ju - son to an officer in the North Korean military. Following the death of 
political leader Kim Il Sung in 1994, his family are exiled and suffer 
immense hardship and starvation. Alongside this, the mid 1990s famine 
that killed over 1 million North Koreans takes it toll, and Sung Ju’s 
parents are forced to leave him to search for food. Forced to fend for 
himself, he forms a street gang who travel the country to survive.  
Whilst Sung Ju’s experience is harrowing, it is one that shows the 
importance of resilience, friendship and hope.  It is one of the only 
books available to provide an insight into the regime of North Korea to 
young readers: it will help them recognise there are cultures in the 
world where freedoms they take for granted do not exist. 

 
This books explores the issues of poverty, resilience, spirit, leadership and the value 
of true friendship.  

I Am Malala: How One Girl 
Stood Up for Education 
and Changed the World; 
Teen Edition  
 
Retold by Malala Yousafzai 
 

 

‘I am Malala’ recounts the true story of Malala Yousafzai’s childhood in 
Pakistan under the rule of the Taliban and her extraordinary journey to 
becoming an advocate for education and a Nobel prize recipient. Despite 
the control of the Taliban, Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced and 
continued to fight for her right to an education which led to her life being 
threatened by the Taliban. At the age of 15, she was shot at point blank 
range and survived. This is the tale of Malala and her fight for education for 
all.  This edition for our HA is an adaptation of Malala’s memoir made 
accessible for ten readers. 

 
This book explores the value of education, resilience, female rights, adversity and 
discrimination and a reflection on the values.  

Lion: A long way home  
 
Saroo Brierley 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saroo’s story is a true story of survival and triumph. At the age of 5, Saroo 
Brierley survived for weeks on the streets of Kolkata after he became lost 
on a train journey. Eventually, Saroo is taken into an orphanage and 
adopted by a family in Australia. Despite having a fortunate and happy 
childhood in Tasmania, Saroo still wondered about his origins. With the 
development of technology, Google Earth and only his memory, Saroo 
embarks on a mission to find out about his past and to see if he can be 
finally reunited with his birth mother. 

The Boy who harnessed 
the wind  
 
William Kamkwamba and 
Bryan Mealer 
 
 

William Kamkwamba was a young teen in the early 2000s when famine 
struck Malawi and led to a devastating loss of crops and death for the 
community. With little money, William was forced to leave school. 
Determined to help his family, William used his love for Science and the 
village library to build a windmill for his community - a feat which 
transformed the lives of the people around him and made him a hero. 
 

This book explores the art of creativity, determination, ambition and resilience.  



 

 

 

 

A Long walk to water  
Based on a true story 
Linda Sue Park 
 

At the age of 11, Salva is forced to flee his Sudanese village following a 
military attack.  Salva - alongside members of his community are forced to 
endure hardship; killer lions and hungry crocodiles across the African 
continent determined to find refuge.  Salva’s story intersects with Nya’s in 
2008: a child who also lives in Sudan and young readers will see how their 
stories connect in a significant and moving way. 
 
 

This book explores the challenge of separation and fight for survival for a young 
child.  


