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25
th
 February 2021

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We are delighted to be writing to you in anticipation of welcoming back our wonderful students to 

school from Monday 8
th
 March. The mood of positivity and hope is tangible as the news came this week 

that we can safely return to school, to once again be back in the roots of our community. 

This is yet another change for our children and so we need to ensure that our return to school is calm 

and supportive for the children and so that the transition is a happy and productive one. 

The return will be staggered for the students as follows:

Monday 8th March 
 Year 11 students return at 8:40am

 Year 10 students return at 11:15am 

Tuesday 9th March
 Year 9 students return at 8:40am 

 Year 8 students return at 11:15am 

Wednesday 10th March 
 Year 7 students return at 8:40am 

Keyworker and vulnerable children, who have been accessing school consistently during the lockdown, 

can still attend full time this week. However, we unfortunately can’t admit any new keyworker or 

vulnerable children to school during this week due to needing to deliver the testing programme. 

The government have asked that all schools conduct three Covid 19 tests for the students on their 

return. The tests are not mandatory but they are advised. In order for the students to have the tests, 

parents must give their permission. If you have already given your permission for your child, you don’t 

need to do this again. For parents who wish their children to have the tests, but haven’t yet given 

permission, a Google Doc will be sent out via text today and must be completed by Tuesday 2
nd
 March 

at 3pm.
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The staggered start will then allow us to test the students who require it on entry to school. The further 

two tests will then be completed for the students over the course of two weeks and will be completed 

by Friday 19
th
 March.  Students will then be provided with tests kits that can be utilised at home twice 

weekly. 

Should parents not wish for their children to have the Covid 19 tests, students should return to school 

at their scheduled time above and will simply go straight to their lessons. 

Again, in line with government guidance, all of the restrictions that have previously been in place in 

school will remain and our risk assessment details these on the website on the following link: 
https://www.sbch.org.uk/welcome-sbcs/parental-communication/coronavirus-covid-19/

In addition, we have also now been advised to ensure that face coverings are worn inside school, 

including in classrooms where social distancing cannot be maintained, unless students are exempt from 

wearing a face covering such as those with special educational or medical needs. Students should 

therefore follow the guidance of the teacher in the classroom. We hope that this will be a short term 

measure and we will update you as soon as this changes. Please can we ask you to ensure that the 

students return with a face covering which is plain blue, black or white. 

As we make the return to school, we are very conscious that our students are, yet again, making 

another transition back to school. Our focus now will be the absolute priorities of academic progress 

alongside the promotion of brilliant mental health. 

Every child will feel anxious about the return in some way. For many children, simply being back in their 

normal routines, in challenging and engaging lessons, gaining physical and mental exercise and 

enjoying renewed friendships will be enough to help them find their way again. For others though, the 

transition will be more challenging. We have been working over the last few weeks on identifying 

cohorts of students who we feel will struggle more than many during the return. We have therefore 

allocated keyworkers to children who we feel will need additional support and these keyworkers will 

contact parents next week to ensure that you know what support we will be offering. 

It is so important that if you feel, as a parent or carer, that your child needs additional support on their 

return, that you get in touch and discuss this with us. You can do this by contacting your child’s 

academic mentor whom you will have spoken to many times during the lockdown period, their Pastoral 

Leader, or their Head of Year as follows:

Year 7

Head of Year, Miss Graham (kgraham@sbch.org.uk) and Pastoral Leader, Mrs Davies

(cdavies@sbch.org.uk)

Year 8

Head of Year, Mrs Vallance (mvallance@sbch.org.uk) and Pastoral Leader, Mrs Davies
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Year 9

Head of Year, Mrs Bashforth (rbashforth@sbch.org.uk) and Pastoral Leader, Mrs Lee 

(elee@sbch.org.uk) 

Year 10 

Head of Year, Mrs Barnett (jbarnett@sbch.org.uk) and Pastoral Leader, Mrs Hague 

(ahague@sbch.org.uk)

Year 11

Head of Year, Miss Senior (asenior@sbch.org.uk) and Pastoral Leader, Mrs Hague

We will now be spending the next few weeks analysing the academic positions of the students, 

understanding where their gaps are in learning and implementing bespoke intervention models to 

support the closure of these gaps. We will keep you updated as parents as to the strategies that we 

implement along the way. Rest assured though that our teaching staff, support staff and leaders are all 

calmly, well positioned to begin this work with the students. 

I think that it is safe to say that we are all delighted to be welcoming the students back into school. 

During the lockdown periods, they have displayed themselves to be mature, caring and resilient young 

people who, over time, will be stronger, sturdier and more charismatic because of their life experiences.

As we work in partnership with you as parents and carers, we look forward to making this return a 

successful one. We will carefully follow the guidance offered by the government along the journey out 

of restrictions and will hopefully ensure that we get the stability that our children need by remaining in 

school. As and when the risk assessment changes, we will update you so that you know exactly what is 

in place in school. 

As always, I thank you for your support, your love and your prayers, that you give to our school 

community.  Please God, we can look to a brighter Summer Term full of routine, happiness and 

prosperity!

God bless,

Siobhan Kent

Principal


