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Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

I didn’t think that I would be writing to you again before the holidays and I apologise for the last-minute 

communication. I assure you that the only reason that this communication is coming so late in the day is 

that the Government seem insistent on ensuring that we have as little time as possible to respond to their 

plans and support you as families! 

Yesterday we learnt from the media that schools will have a staggered return in January to support initial 

and mass testing of staff and students going forward. We have responded by putting the following 

arrangements in place: 

Monday 4th January 2021 

This will be an Inset Day for all students to enable the staff to be trained in the new testing 

arrangements to be administered in school.  

Tuesday 5th January to Friday 8th January 2021 

All Year 11 are to attend school 

Year 7 – 10 students who fall into the following categories should attend school: 

• Children of Critical Workers (a full list of Critical Workers can be found on this link 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-

provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-

provision ) 

• Children who have an Education Health Care Plan 

• Children who are vulnerable  
 

All other students in Years 7 to 10 should remain at home and access their education in the normal 

way using our Remote Learning Policy (the full policy and support can be found on our website on the 

following link https://www.sbch.org.uk/welcome-sbcs/parental-communication/coronavirus-covid-19/ ). 

Work will be uploaded for students by 4pm on Tuesday 5th January. The teaching staff and Inclusion 

Team will then check on the students in the usual way, through email and telephone contact where 

necessary. Welfare checks will also be made on the students as per our normal procedures throughout 

the week.  
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Initial and Mass Testing 

There are Government proposals in place for all students to have the opportunity to be tested in the first 

week of term, using lateral flow tests which provide fast results.  

From the 11th January when all students return to school, we will then be using testing to support those 

who have been in contact with a positive case.  

We are awaiting further information from the DfE in terms of the administration of these tests so I will 

write to you again as soon as we receive this to give you more detail. Rest assured that both of these 

testing systems require parental consent so we will ensure that this is gained before any testing is 

conducted.  

Outside of these staggered arrangements, all restrictions in school, explained in our Risk Assessment 

(which can be found on the website on the following link https://www.sbch.org.uk/welcome-

sbcs/parental-communication/coronavirus-covid-19/ ) will remain in place.  

I know that you will understand that we have precious little time to put in place all that we need to in 

order to respond rigorously to the Government plans. It would really help us if you could take a couple of 

minutes to complete the Google Form that will be coming to you via text message today. We do need 

this to be completed by Thursday 31st December. This will give us attendance information that we 

desperately need in order to plan for the 5th January and to give our students the calm, purposeful and 

learning centred return that they need.  

I want to make sure that despite the chaos from central government, we work together to ensure that 

our beautiful children are protected from it and experience a peaceful return to school in January.  

As always, I thank you for your patience, your empathy and your love. We have experienced so many 

messages of love and support over this week in school which have meant the world to the staff. I won’t 

lie, we are definitely tiring a little and the uncertainty of this news so late in the day only serves to 

frustrate us further. That said, we are a very strong community and one which will wrap our arms around 

our children to protect them from the noise. We pray that we are in the final stages of these challenges 

– let’s just ensure that we look after each other as well as we possibly can.  

I’ll keep you as updated as I can, as soon as I can.  

God bless, 

 
Siobhan Kent 
Principal 
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