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10th December 2020 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

I write to you as we approach our final week of the term before we break for our Christmas holiday.  

I think to say that this has been a challenging term for our students, staff and families is an 

understatement! We have navigated our way through a national pandemic and lockdown, the 

reintegration of our wonderful students back into school and have continued to respond to the ever 

present Covid infections in and around the community.  We have certainly had a much quieter second 

half term than the first, though we are very conscious that this situation is far from over.  

We have in the last couple of days, had three confirmed Covid cases in Year 10 which have resulted in a 

large number of Year 10 students having to self-isolate. We do feel that there is now an increased risk to 

the Year 10 cohort of self-isolation over the coming days and into next week. With that in mind, we have 

taken the decision to isolate our Year 10 bubble in order to protect the students and try to support families 

in having an uninterrupted Christmas Day with loved ones. Our Year 10 students will therefore need to 

self-isolate for the next 14 days until Thursday 24th December.  

We currently have no concerns for our year 7, 8, 9 and 11 cohorts. We have no cases in these year groups 

but should this change, we will respond to the cases with our usual procedure for self-isolation and 

communicate with you as soon as possible.  

As you know, we are doing all that we can to keep our students in school, safe, happy and learning. 

During the last 48 hours, there has been government guidance and media coverage relating to the 

possibility of using an inset day, taken from the summer term, on the 18th December. Having discussed 

this at length as a Senior Leadership Team, we have identified that this has little advantage to our students 

and only serves to reduce the time that we will spend on track and trace during the holidays. We have 

therefore taken the decision to remain open until Friday 18th December at 3pm and we will commit to 

another day of track and trace in the holidays on the 24th December.  

I have included in this correspond to you the guidance on how to report cases to us during the first six 

days of the holidays so that we can support you with track and trace and notify affected students. From 

the 6th day (the 25th December) you no longer need to notify school of any confirmed cases until the first 

day back in January.  
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Throughout the last couple of weeks during our Advent season, it has been such a pleasure to see our 

students think about the world beyond the current pandemic. They have engaged so generously in 

fundraising for the vulnerable in our community including the elderly, Rotherham Hospital and Rotherham 

Hospice. Their generosity hasn’t just been financial. They have given their time and talents in singing on 

support videos, being guardian angels to others in their year group, as well as delivering acts of kindness 

across the school.  

Often in the darkest times, the brightest lights shine and this is certainly true of our inspirational students. 

Despite the challenges of the term, our students have embraced the Advent message of preparation to 

be the absolute best version of themselves. I thank you as families for the way that you bring up your 

children to love and care for those around them.  

It has been a tiring term for everyone and we would like the students to have the opportunity to enjoy 

their Christmas, spend time with loved ones and focus on family life and their own mental health and 

wellbeing. With that in mind, we have suspended any homework over the holiday period.  

We look to January with a sense of hope and positivity for the rest of the year and the future beyond. 

We will focus as always on keeping the students as safe as possible over the coming days and will respond 

to Covid infections as efficiently as we can. The students will return to us on the 4th January and return 

to their bubbles and the existing risk assessment. We pray that as we move through the Spring, we will 

see normality returning as a community.  

I wish for all of us a happy, joyous and above all, safe Christmas holiday. 

Take care and stay safe. 

God Bless, 

 
Siobhan Kent 
Principal 
 
Enc 
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What should I do if my child tests positive during the Christmas holidays? 
 

• For the first 6 days after school finishes on Friday 18th December until Thursday 24th December, if 
your child tests positive for Covid and they had symptoms within 48 hours of being in 
school, then you should alert school using the following email address: skent@sbch.org.uk  

• We will then respond to this by sending a text message to all affected students with advice on 
self-isolating for 14 days from the point of contact.  

• If your child tests positive for Covid and they had symptoms more than 48 hours after being in 
school, then you should follow the instructions given to you by NHS Track and Trace.  
 

Covid Guidance  
 
The most important symptoms of COVID-19 are recent onset of any of the following: 
 

• a new continuous cough 
• a high temperature 
• a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

 
For most people, COVID-19 will be a mild illness. However, if you have any of the symptoms above, stay 
at home and arrange to have a test. 
 
If you have COVID-19 symptoms or have received a positive test result 
 
Stay at home and begin to self-isolate for 10 days from when your symptoms start. Arrange to have 
a test for COVID-19 if you have not already had one. The result of the test will determine how long you 
must stay at home and self-isolate. 
 
Stay at home while you are waiting for a home test kit or a test site appointment.   
 
A positive test result means you must complete a 10-day isolation period.   
 
If your test is negative, you can stop self-isolating as long as you are well.   
 
If you do not have symptoms but have tested positive for COVID-19, stay at home and self-isolate for 10 
days from the day the test was taken. If you develop symptoms after your test, restart your 10-day 
isolation period from the day the symptoms start.   
 
Stay as far away from other members of your household as possible, especially if they are clinically 
extremely vulnerable. Avoid using shared spaces such as kitchens and other living areas while others are 
present and take your meals back to your room to eat.   

 

mailto:skent@sbch.org.uk
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#symptoms
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
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You could be fined if you do not stay at home and self-isolate following a positive test result for COVID-
19 and you are notified by NHS Test and Trace that you need to self-isolate. 
 
 
If you live in the same household as someone with COVID-19 
 
Stay at home for 14 days. The 14-day period starts from the day the first person in your house 
developed symptoms or, if they do not have symptoms, from the day their test was taken. 
 
If you do not have symptoms of COVID-19 yourself you do not need a test. Only arrange a test if you 
develop COVID-19 symptoms. 
 
If you develop symptoms and your test result is positive, follow the same advice for people with COVID-
19 to stay at home and self-isolate for 10 days from when your symptoms started, regardless of where 
you are in your 14-day period. 
 
You could be fined if you are identified as a contact of someone with COVID-19 and you are notified by 
NHS Test and Trace that you need to self-isolate and do not to stay at home and self-isolate. 
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