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5th October 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer  
 
I am writing to introduce you to St Bernard’s new READ (Read Every day And Develop) programme 
designed for our Year 7 cohort.  
 

Small daily acts of reading matters; they will make a difference to your child’s vocabulary, their readiness 
to learn, and their ability to engage in rich conversations due to having varied reading experiences.  It is 
also important to nurture their reading habits, so they not only develop personally, but are also confident 
in experiencing a varied secondary school curriculum with challenging text-structures and specialist 
vocabulary.  
 

It is with this rationale we have planned the programme outlined below.  
 

The Positive Discipline Hour and READ:   
Positive Discipline (PD) hour is a weekly, timetabled hour dedicated to supporting the READ programme. 
Since joining us, your child has selected his/her choice of novel from a carefully considered range of book 
titles. This book is our gift to your child. The books are all age-appropriate and have been selected for 
their thought-provoking content with our key aims being:    
 

● To introduce your child to topical, social justice issues in the world and provide a safe place for 
them to ask questions.   

● To build on the Christian principle of ‘love your neighbour’ through developing empathy and 
understanding about how the world can be viewed and experienced by others.  

 

Accompanying each novel is a bespoke, home-learning booklet designed by myself and the assistant 
Curriculum Leader for English, Miss Wan. Each booklet contains weekly reading milestones, home-learning 
literacy tasks and reflection tasks that explore the reading’s weekly themes and issues.  
 

It is important your child is prepared for PD hour each week by completing the relevant reading and tasks 
outlined in their booklet. During PD hour, the Form Tutor will provide a structured discussion based on 
these tasks and will support your child to articulate their points of view respectfully. Through this exercise, 
we hope Year 7 will develop their skills in empathy and understanding and can learn more deeply about 
the world around them.  
 

To ensure your child dedicates effective time to the READ programme, and to continue supporting their 
transition into secondary school life, we have made some changes to our current Year 7 homework  
expectations. Please see below:  
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● Between September and October Half Term: Homework will be the READ programme only and 
revision for any formal assessments.  

● Between October half-term and Christmas: Homework will include the READ programme, revision 
for formal assessments and core subjects (English, Maths, Science and RE).  

● From January: Homework will include the READ programme and all subjects.  
 

Accelerated Reader and READ:  
An additional strand to our READ programme involves Accelerated Reader (AR). This is a computer 
programme that supports your child’s independent reading.  
  
Every child in Year 7 has now been assessed through AR to produce a reading age and score. A letter will 
be sent very shortly by Miss Wan with this data about your child. Knowing our student’s reading abilities 
allows us to recommend appropriate books to you that will challenge and stimulate their comprehension 
skills. Miss Wan will be providing suitable reading lists so you can feel confident you are signposting the 
right books for your child’s independent reading at home.  
 

Any child who has a reading score or age below their current age will receive planned interventions 
through PD hour which will involve a much smaller reading group and will be led by Miss Wan and Student 
Support Assistants. These interventions are planned to start before October half term and Miss Wan will 
write to you in due course if this involves your child.  
 

Each term we will use the Accelerated Reader programme to reassess the Year 7 reading ages. We will 
communicate all progress and scores with you throughout the year so you can continue to make informed 
decisions about their book choices without affecting their reading motivation.  
 

Further information about Accelerated Reader, and its reading measures, will be made available through 
our website should you wish to learn more.  
 

I do hope you will find our READ programme purposeful and effective in supporting your child’s reading 
routines. We hope you will support us in our aims through ongoing encouragement of your child’s READ 
activities.  
 

If you have any further thoughts or ideas about how we can promote reading with your child, please do 
not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
Yours sincerely  

L J Lee  
Vice Principal, Teaching and Learning  
 
 


