
                

 

 
Outstanding 

2011-2012 

St Bernard’s Catholic High School. A Catholic Voluntary Academy is an exempt charity and a company limited by guarantee,  

registered in England with Company Number 08098352 and has a registered office at Herringthorpe Valley Road, Rotherham, S65 3BE 

 

 

 

 

16th October 2020 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we approach the end of our first half term next week, I wanted to write to keep you as up to date as 

possible with progress in school. I don’t think anyone is any doubt as to how difficult the return to schools 

has been nationally and the growing impact of rising levels of infections locally and nationally. We are in 

times of anxiety, frustration and uncertainty.  

That said, it is so important to also acknowledge our strengths, successes and gifts that have surrounded 

us during this time too. Our site staff in school ensured that we have had clear and robust safety measures 

in school to support effective social distancing and sanitisation. The way that the students have responded 

to these measures has been exemplary.  

The teaching and support staff have willingly and wholeheartedly entered into Remote Learning with 

rigour in order to ensure that our students who have had to self-isolate have had access to lessons which 

parallel the provision in school.  

Our Governors have executed their role in challenging us as leaders to ensure that we are providing the 

best education possible during these times, whilst also supporting teachers, support staff and leaders with 

empathy and compassion. 

And you as our parents and carers have shown, as always, that you are there to support us in educating 

your children in an environment of high expectation, care and love.  

Last week, we celebrated Hello Yellow in school, a time when we focus heavily on the mental health of 

our students and give thanks for the gratitude, resilience and hope found in our small school community. 

It was an absolute pleasure to witness random acts of kindness offered throughout the week, to see 

Guardian Angels in operation going out of their way to support staff and children alike and to read the 

Wall of Gratitude showing how thankful our staff and students are for simple but essential things such as 

family, friendship and health.   

We are so lucky to be surrounded by a community whose only aim at the moment is to ensure that our 

students get the best support possible to mitigate any absence from school and get back on track in their 

learning, as quickly as possible.   
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As you know, we have focused this half term on assessing where our students are, identifying the gaps 

in their learning and ensuring that we have all the information that we need to establish strong 

intervention programmes for them after the half term break. This has been very successful and we are 

now in a position to be able to implement the intervention programmes when we return in November.  

The majority of our interventions for students in Year 7 and 8 will take place in daily lessons, with their 

learning plans adapted in order to make up for any lost time. There will be a greater emphasis on booster 

sessions, home learning and the purchasing of additional resources for our Year 9 and Year 10 students 

as we move through the next half term. Our Year 11 students are obviously time limited in their 

interventions and as such will require much more intensified intervention. We will write to our Year 11 

parents this week to inform you of these interventions separately.  

As we move towards Christmas, we expect the restrictions and impact from Covid to be as prevalent as 

it is now. The Remote Learning Programme will continue, as will our Risk Assessment in school. Can I 

please remind parents and carers that students should only be wearing plain blue, black or white face 

coverings in school. If students are asked to self-isolate and are receipt of Free School Meals, please 

contact reception who can organise for your children to receive these during their absence.  

Our priority in school is to teach high quality lessons, to have a calm and orderly environment and care 

for our students who need additional support and love during this time. If we meet all of these aims, then 

we will be able to finish for Christmas with our students settled, working hard and ready for a wonderful 

break with their families.  

I ask, as always for your patience, your empathy and your support during the coming term. No doubt, 

times will continue to be hard, but if we are kind to each other always and work as a team, then we will 

succeed in protecting our young people.   

If there is anything that we can do for you as families or for your children, please do get in touch through 

your child’s form tutor, their Pastoral Leader, their Head of Year or to me directly, so that we can provide 

what you need.  

For now though, I wish you a safe half term break, filled with rest and peace. 

God bless, 

 
 
Siobhan Kent 
Principal 


