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2nd October 2020 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Parent and Carers, 
 
As promised, I am writing to keep you as up to date as possible on the progress of our return to school 
this year. It has certainly been a busy and complex time so far! 
 
As always, our students continue to be extremely compliant to the new restrictions in school. The one-
way system is definitely stretching our legs and the year bubble breaks and lunches are giving us very 
calm and peaceful periods in the day. The general atmosphere in school is a lovely one and a credit to 
the behaviour of our students.  
 
As you will undoubtably be aware, we are seeing a general rise in Covid cases locally and we therefore 
introduced the optional use of face coverings outside the classroom. We are constantly reviewing our risk 
assessment and will keep doing so to recognise any rise in cases and any developments in government 
advice.  
 
Like many schools, we have had a number of positive cases at St Bernard’s. When this happens, there is 
a great deal of responsibility on us as a school to act as an initial track and trace with the support and 
guidance of Public Health England. The systems we have in school along with the social distancing and 
sanitisation measures are making this very manageable and ensuring that there is minimal impact in 
terms of self-isolation. At the start of the year, the government advice was to isolate bubbles in the event 
of a positive case. This however, has now changed and we are currently advised to only isolate students 
who are in close contact to those who test positive, resulting in far fewer numbers of children advised to 
stay at home. We have become accustomed to responding to rapidly changing advice from the 
government and whilst I can appreciate that this can be confusing for parents, I know that we have your 
trust to always be acting in the best interest of our wonderful students and staff.  
 
Our Remote Learning Programme is now in full affect. If you and your child haven’t had cause to use it 
yet, I would recommend that you familiarise yourselves with it as parents, so that you can anticipate the 
Programme should your child have to self-isolate. It is so important that the students engage in their 
online work should they be absent from school so that gaps in their learning are minimised. All the 
information and guidance can be found on the following link: 
 
https://www.sbch.org.uk/welcome-sbcs/parental-communication/coronavirus-covid-19/  
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We have done a lot of research into benchmarking our Remote Learning Programme and have also taken 
advice, information and resources from the government, Oak National Academy, the Diocese and other 
partner schools. I am really pleased that our Programme is achieving all of these benchmarks and is 
absolutely in line with government expectations. We have also been supported in our decision not to 
engage in ‘dial in lessons’ due to the safeguarding concerns around such a model and the fact that our 
current Programme offers a greater quality of provision for our students.  
 
There are clearly many challenges for us as parents, teachers, staff and students at the moment and life 
can often feel anxious and fraught. We are trying to encourage as much normality in St Bernard’s as we 
can and ensure that the students progress and grow despite these challenges. Their academic success 
and pastoral growth are, as always, our priorities for the children and we are as focused on these priorities 
as ever. 
  
Next week is Hello Yellow week in school when we will have a focus on the mental health of our students 
and the importance of wellbeing, especially during the pandemic. All of our students will have the 
opportunity to engage in wellbeing activities, resilience building, random acts of kindness as well as having 
Guardian Angels dotted about the school. It promises to be a week full of sunshine in school and we look 
forward to celebrating our amazing community! 
 
I will continue to keep you up to date as much as possible as we approach half term (unbelievably!). 
Please do get in touch though if you need us for anything at all.  
 
Stay safe and God Bless, 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Siobhan Kent 
Principal 


