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On behalf of Wickersley School & Sports College, I welcome you to Wickersley Sixth 
Form.
 
At Wickersley, we value more than just grades.
 
We’re proud of how much we support our students for life beyond sixth form. On 
your very first day with us, we’ll encourage you to think beyond sixth form and where 
you want to go when your studies end.  
 
Our pastoral programme has been carefully designed to prepare you for sixth form 
study and beyond. Our blend of enrichment, tutorial, employability lectures, work 
experience, and student support ensures that every student receives a personalised 
programme of study.
 
This programme runs alongside your academic qualifications and is intended to not 
only hone your study skills but also develop strength of character that will prepare 
you for your future in higher education, work, or further training.
 
The recipe for success at sixth form is simple; work hard, develop good study habits, 
listen carefully to feedback, and remain buoyant after disappointment and setback. 
Having dreams and goals is important – keep focused on these throughout your time 
with us. 
 
Put simply, hard work and determination pay; students who knuckle-down and 
make the most of the support that is offered in school will reap the rewards. It’s also 
essential that students are studying the courses that best match their interests and 
capability.
 
We aim to send every young person into the world able and qualified to play their full role 
in it

Mr S Gaynor
Head of Sixth Form

MESSAGE FROM 
HEAD OF SIXTH 
FORM
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CODE OF 
CONDUCT

By choosing to study at Wickersley Sixth Form students are committing themselves 
to our expectations. We are dedicated to providing high-quality teaching, support, 
and guidance. In return, we expect our students to adhere to our Code of Conduct. 

Outlined opposite is an agreement between students and Wickersley Sixth Form. 
This is signed by all students when they register with us.

I will respect the general rules and policies of Wickersley School & Sports 
College. I will behave maturely whilst on school premises, and in the wider 
community

I will aim for 100% attendance at all sessions. I understand that if my 
attendance falls below 92%, without good reason, I will be asked to pay for my 
exam entries

I will arrive at lessons on time. I understand that if I am regularly late I will face 
a disciplinary meeting

I understand that in the event of unavoidable absence I, or my parent/carer, will 
contact sixth form attendance during the morning of each day of absence and 
provide a parental/medical letter on my return to sixth form. I agree to arrange 
routine medical/dental appointments/driving lessons outside the school day

Between 8.45 am and 3.10 pm, I must be available for lessons, tutorials, and 
school activities. I must not arrange other activities during this time (driving 
lessons, paid work or appointments)

If requested, I will make myself available to attend compulsory booster sessions 
before or after school, and engage with all support provided

I will come to sixth form suitably dressed for a working environment and 
adhere to the dress code

I will wear, and display, my sixth form I.D. badge at all times

I will take responsibility for my learning and use my Independent Study periods 
effectively; doing extra reading and research beyond the syllabus. I will come 
equipped and ready to learn. I will complete all homework and coursework on 
time and to the best of my ability

I understand that if I am not using my Independent Study time effectively, I will 
be required to attend additional Directed Study periods to support my learning 

I will electronically sign-in at the terminal whenever I enter the school site (and 
sign-out when I leave)

I will not use my mobile phone during lesson, or in any unseated area around 
the school, unless instructed by a member of staff.

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>
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>>

All sixth form pupils are asked to adhere to a smart dress code. As sixth form pupils 
are role models for younger pupils, the way they dress is important. When a student 
accepts an offer to study at Wickersley Sixth Form, they are committing themselves 
to follow the sixth form dress code: 

DRESS CODE

A plain, smart shirt or another appropriate top that covers the shoulders (no 
sports shirts)

A plain sweatshirt, blazer or cardigan may be worn over a plain, smart shirt, or 
appropriate top (no hooded tops)

Pupils may dress according to their faith but are asked that colours and styles 
adhere to the general principals of the dress code.

Either a skirt (not excessively short) or tailored trousers that are smart in 
appearance (jogging bottoms and leggings are not acceptable). Black skinny 
jeans are permitted. 

Smart shoes or boots – (no high or stiletto heels, trainers, casual shoes or work 
boots). Smart trainers are permitted. 

A sixth form lanyard must be visibly worn at all times

No caps allowed

>>

>>
>>

>>

>>
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THE SIXTH FORM
CURRICULUM

Students study at least three subjects with us. Most subjects have four timetabled 
lessons per week (our applied qualifications may have more.) This leaves eight 
lessons for independent study, enrichment and tutorial.

We take subject choices very seriously and want to be certain that students are 
studying the courses that best match their interests and capability. 

Subject entry requirements help us do this. 

If we feel that a student has chosen a course that they are unlikely to perform well in, 
they’ll be asked to reconsider their options and pick courses which will allow them to 
achieve their full potential. 

We also encourage students to pick a fourth subject, as this helps to ensure that 
they’ve picked subjects they’ll succeed in. At the end of year 12 at the latest, most 
students will drop their weakest subject, and proceed with the three that they excel 
in and enjoy.

If students want to change their options, they should speak to the sixth form team as 
soon as possible.

All students have the opportunity to participate in activities that supplement their 
studies. These activities are designed to enhance students’ time at Wickersley 
Sixth Form and develop key skills that will benefit them both in, and outside of the 
classroom.

In the past, activities have included; The Duke of Edinburgh Award, cooking on a 
budget, teaching, beginners spanish and many more. Our enrichment programme 
consists of weekly timetabled sessions that run throughout year 12.

There is a strong emphasis on sport in our enrichment programme, with 
opportunities to participate as a coach, leader or official within the same range of 
sports offered at lower school. There are opportunities to represent Wickersley in 
sporting competitions too.

WHAT IS ENRICHMENT?
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Organised a folder with dividers

Know the exam board for your subject

Developed a clear understanding of the content of 
your course, do you know the modules/units you 
will be studying over the next two years?

Created a list of the assessment objectives/course 
requirements in your folder

Spent an additional 4-5 hours a week of 
Independent Study on each subject

Consistently taken notes in lessons

Experimented with different ways of recording 
information/note-taking

Reviewed your notes after each lesson

Conducted additional research for your subject 
before lessons

Found secondary reading for your subjects and 
completed some of this during Independent Study

If you have struggled with a new concept, have you 
asked your teacher for help or advice

Contributed in class discussions

Created a weekly study schedule to aid time 
management

Organised a space at home to study effectively and 
store school work

Reflected on how you use your time across the 
school week

Identified distractions and thought about how to 
remove them

Reflected on your GCSEs, and identified areas that 
you need to work on e.g. organisation

Thought about what I would like to do in the future, 
and where I would like to go after sixth form ends

YEAR 12
INDUCTION

Adapting to sixth form can be tricky and students may feel overwhelmed at first, this 
is normal. Students are beginning three (or perhaps four) long term projects – they 
must learn how to manage their time and project manage. 

During their first weeks of sixth form (Year 12 Induction), we’ll help students develop 
the skills and attributes needed to organise their learning. 

If students have any questions or concerns about their subject choices during this 
time, they should speak to a member of the sixth form team.
 
All year 12 students should aim to complete this induction checklist by the end of 
September.

HAVE YOU DONE THE FOLLOWING? SUBJECT
1

SUBJECT
2

SUBJECT
3

SUBJECT
4
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Attendance is important to us. If students are not in school, then they are not 
learning. 
 
If students are unable to attend school due to illness or other unavoidable 
circumstances, they must telephone 01709 731268 or e-mail  
sixthform@wickersley.net as soon as possible.
 
Holidays should not be taken during term time. If students wish to take a holiday 
during term time, they must submit a holiday request form, available from sixth form 
attendance, in advance of the holiday, for consideration by the school. 
 
Dental/medical appointments should be arranged outside lesson times and 
preferably after school or during holidays where possible. Where this is not practical, 
a note of explanation should be given to sixth form attendance.
 
To reflect the importance of attendance, if a student’s subject attendance falls below 
92%, without a valid reason, then they will have to pay for their examinations. 
 
Students are expected to arrive at their timetabled lessons on time. Repeated 
lateness may result in a Performance Review.

Driving lessons must not be scheduled during school hours. 

ATTENDANCE 
& PUNCTUALITY

mailto:sixthform%40wickersley.net?subject=Student%20Handbook%20Enquiry
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Our sixth form has a dedicated support team that is on-hand to support students 
with any personal or educational issues. Students are encouraged to come and 
speak to a member of the sixth form team if they have any questions or worries. 
Alternatively, students can speak to their class teacher or any other member of staff 
in school. 
 
We work alongside our students and encourage them to get involved with the  
day-to-day running of their sixth form. Students have the opportunity to join our 
Student Ambassador and Leadership Programme, ambassadors meet regularly with 
the sixth form team to raise issues and discuss solutions.

We welcome regular communication with parents, please don’t hesitate to contact 
sixth form if you have any queries or concerns (sixthform@wickersley.net).

WHAT DO I DO IF 
THINGS GO WRONG?

Class teachers will judge students’ effort and attainment several times throughout 
sixth form. Teachers will grade students’ overall effort in lessons, as well as other 
behaviours and characteristics. 

Students will be graded either; Outstanding, Good, Coasting or Requires 
Improvement. 

This information will be sent home. 

Students will be examined, in most subjects, after two years of study. Mock exams 
will be used to judge their progress during their courses, too. This information will 
also be sent home. 

A parents’ evening will be held in at some point during year 12 and year 13. 
Attendance to parents’ evening is compulsory.

HOW WILL MY
PROGRESS BE 
MEASURED?

16-19 bursary: students who want to apply for a bursary must complete the 
application form, which is available from the sixth form office, the finance 
office, and on the school website. For more information, please speak to a 
member of the sixth form team.

>>

Mental health and wellbeing: our students’ mental health and wellbeing are 
important to us. We understand that sixth form study can be intense, and at 
times, students may need help. Students can access support via our student 
support team, who can signpost to other support within school if required. 
Mindfulness and wellbeing themes are embedded throughout our enrichment, 
lecture, and assembly programmes.

>>

mailto:sixthform%40wickersley.net?subject=Student%20Handbook%20Enquiry
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At several points throughout the year, students’ performance will be reviewed by the 
sixth form team. If a pupil’s performance causes sufficient concern, then they will be 
subject to a Performance Review. The Performance Review process is designed to 
support students and help them achieve their full potential. 
 
Students will be subject to a Performance Review 1 if two or more of the following 
criteria are met:

WHAT HAPPENS IF MY 
PROGRESS CAUSES
CONCERN?

Students will be subject to a Performance Review 2 if they have failed to make 
necessary improvements following a Performance Review 1 or three or more of the 
following criteria are met:

>>
>>
>>

>>

Attendance is below 95%

5 or more late marks are received

Effort is judged at Coasting in two or more subjects

Predicted grade is two levels or more below their Likely target in at least one 
subject.

During a Performance Review, targets will be set, and a review date will be agreed. A 
letter will be sent home as confirmation that a Perfrmance Review meeting has taken 
place. The targets set during these meetings will be shared with class teachers.

>>
>>
>>

>>

Attendance is below 90%

10 or more late marks are received

Effort is judged at Coasting in two or more subjects, or 1 Requires Improvement

Predicted grade is two levels or more below their Likely target in at least one 
subject.

>> Misconduct. Serious abuse of staff/pupils/premises of failure to comply with any 
school policies. Misconduct alone is sufficient enough to justify a Performance 
Review 2 meeting.

Students will be subject to a Performance Review 3 if they have failed to make 
necessary improvements following a Performance Review 2 or:

>>

>>

>>

Repeated failure to comply with school policies

Gross Misconduct (for example, physical abuse, harassment, drug/alcohol 
misuse)

A pupil’s behaviour is damaging the reputation of Wickersley Sixth Form.
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We have a different ‘feel’ to other further education providers. We want our students 
to be independent learners, and we give them opportunities to do so, but we also 
want them to take ownership of their learning. For some students, this is a difficult 
balance to strike. Whilst some thrive in the freer environment that sixth form 
provides, some need a little more supervision and intervention.
 
To help with this, all non-lesson time on a students’ timetable is allocated as 
Independent Study (apart from year 12 tutorial and enrichment). Students have no 
‘blank’ or free periods on their timetable and are expected to treat their sixth form 
study as a full-time occupation. They are expected to be working on their studies 
from 8.45 am – 3.10 pm every day and must not arrange other activities during this 
time.

As a general guide, students should be studying 3 - 4 hours per day beyond their 
lessons, either in school or at home. Students will be set homework and coursework 
assignments, plus revision for tests, assessments and examinations, all of which 
should take place outside of lessons. 

If we feel that a student is not using their Independent Study time effectively, some 
of their Independent Study periods will be converted to Directed Study where they 
will receive additional supervision and support. 

Students must make time to study; balancing work and relaxation is difficult at 
first. Our advice is to work hard at school in study periods. It is important to have a 
sensible work-life balance, but often students have the wrong balance of too much 
social life and part-time employment, and this leads to poor performance and 
results.

WHAT IS INDEPENDENT 
AND DIRECTED STUDY?

PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT

We appreciate that some students may want to have a part-time job whilst they 
study with us. We recognise the benefits of work; it develops team building, social 
and interpersonal skills and enhances students’ future applications.  

However, too many hours of employment in the evenings and weekends is not 
compatible with sixth form study. Experience tells us that students get tired and do 
not cope with their schoolwork as a result. We suggest that students work no more 
than 9 hours per week.
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Any student wishing to bring a vehicle to school must display a parking permit. 
Permits are available from the sixth form office and must be obtained before 
bringing any vehicle to school.

Please be considerate when parking. Students must avoid parking close to residents’ 
houses. 

Smoking is not permitted on the school premises, or immediately outside the school. 

HEALTH AND
SAFETY GUIDELINES

Wickersley School and Sports College,
Bawtry Road,
Wickersley,
Rotherham
S66 1JL

CONTACT DETAILS

>>

>>
>>

Telephone: 01709 731268

Email: sixthform@wickersley.net

Facebook: @wickersleysixthform

Twitter: @wicksixthform

>>
>>




