
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As you will be aware, following a very settled start to our new school year, a large number of Year 

11 students are currently self-isolating at home. We understand completely the stress that this can 

cause our students who are so close to their final exams. We want to reassure you that we will do 

all that we can to love and care for them as we guide them through the year.  

We are yet to receive a decision from the government as to how our Year 11 students will receive 

their GCSEs this year; whether that will be through assessments from the teachers themselves or 

through traditional GCSE examinations. We are therefore planning for both scenarios until we 

receive confirmation from the government.  

With this in mind, we need to ensure that the students have as much evidence as possible that they 

are working to the highest grade within their potential. This can be shown in book work, class 

discussion, green zone tasks and assessments. Their attitude to learning and their engagement will 

also play a part in their assessment.  

These mock assessments will also form part of this information so it is really important that we 

ensure these go ahead. That said, we need to ensure that our students all have time with their 

teachers prior to these assessments so that they feel prepared and supported.  

The assessments will therefore now start on Wednesday 4th November and finish on Wednesday 

18th November. Instead of taking place as full exams in the hall, we will also be conducting them in 

far more nurturing environments within the classroom in normal lesson time. We feel that students 

will be more comfortable completing these in their classroom environment with their teachers 

available for reassurance and guidance. Students who have additional access arrangements will 

obviously still receive this support. 

Most of the assessments are longer than 1 hour so they will be split over lessons to ensure students 

have the correct amount time. A timetable of the assessments will be shared with you next week. 

This week we had planned to get together for the Y11 EPRA but as you are aware this was unable 

to take place due to the current circumstances. All the EPRA resources are now available on the 

schools’ website on the following link: https://www.sbch.org.uk/welcome-sbcs/parental-

communication/year-11/ Please do take the time to look at these with your son/daughter as there 

is lots of information about preparing for the mocks and final exams and also information about 

applying for post 16 education. 

I hope this reassures our students and also you as parents and carers. This is going to be a difficult 

year ahead and we want to make sure that we are not only guiding our students academically but 

also nurturing them and providing the pastoral care that they need at the moment to flourish. 

If there is anything at all that we can do to help further, please just let us know.  

Kind regards, 

Mrs S Kent 
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