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15th May 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope very much that my letter finds you and your families safe and well and that you are coping 
through the challenges that life brings at the moment. I thought that it would be wise to get in touch as 

we are hearing so many mixed messages about the return of schools through the easing of lockdown 
restrictions. I appreciate that it can be very confusing when listening to government briefings and media 
coverage.  

 
I can tell you that at the moment, there is no change to the arrangements for Secondary students. For 
the coming weeks and potentially months, our students will continue to work from home using their 

online learning platform Go4Schools to access their subject work and their school email accounts to stay 
in touch with their Heads of Year, Pastoral Leaders and individual teachers. We will also continue to 
provide emergency care for students of keyworkers and those who are vulnerable.  

 
We have been advised that there may be a directive for our Year 10 students to receive some face-to-
face support prior to the summer holidays. Our Senior Leaders are therefore working on a plan of what 

that might look like for those students to ensure that we put timely plans in place. As soon as we have 
had more up to date guidance from the government and have been able to respond with a detailed 
plan, we will of course update you as parents.  

 
I completely understand that the prolonged absence of our students from school is creating significant 
challenge to parents in terms of home education, mental health and wellbeing as well as physical health 

during this time. The majority of our staff are parents too and we absolutely understand the challenges 
that this brings and want very much for our children to return to their healthy, consistent and 
productive routines in the heart of our school. Protecting education is of course a priority, however 

nothing can be more important the safety of our beautiful students and wonderful staff. I will do 
everything in my power to protect our school community and I refuse to compromise on their safety. 
Therefore, as we hold our online meetings to discuss what a staggered reopening might look like for us 

at St Bernard’s, the health and safety of our staff and students is at the forefront of all of these 
conversations.  
 

As part of these conversations, I would very much like to take your views as parents into account when 
we formulate our plans. With this in mind, I will be sending out a parental questionnaire via text 
message to gain these views. Please do look out for this over the coming days and I would very much 
appreciate your time in completing it.  
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So, what can you expect over the next few weeks?  
 

Go4Schools will continue to be the platform for our students to access their subject specific schoolwork.  
 
 

 
 
Teachers will continue to place weekly work on student accounts and will continue to assess the work 

and feedback to students to support development and improvement. Please do encourage the students 
to access and complete this work but remember that they should do what they can, when they can, to 
the best of their ability – that’s all we can ask for. I have also asked staff not to set work for the week 

beginning the 25th May as this is half term and will give the students a chance to have a break from 
their schoolwork! 
 

Our Heads of Year will continue to email our students with updates and pastoral care and support on a 
weekly basis to ensure that they stay in touch answer any concerns, barriers or questions that the 
students have. The Inclusion team are also investigating face to face strategies to holding group chats 
with our students and provide them with face to face contact during this time. We will write to you 

separately to let you know how this will happen.  
 
For our parents of students with Special Educational Needs who have questions over their provision or 

need support in any way, please do contact our Vice Principal for Inclusion and SENDCo, Mrs Whayman 
on fwhayman@sbch.org.uk. Mental Health can also be a vulnerability during this time so please 
remember that If you are concerned about your child’s mental health, please get in touch with their 

Head of Year to receive the support that they may need. You can access their email addresses on 
www.sbch.org.uk and guidance and support on mental health and special educational needs on the 
following link https://www.sbch.org.uk/welcome-sbcs/parental-communication/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

 
For families who are in receipt of free school meals, we have ensured that the shopping vouchers will 
continue for the weeks ahead so you should continue to receive these over weekly emails.  

 
To our Year 6 students who are preparing to begin their new Secondary school journey with us, I would 
like to say well done! We recently ran our ‘Who Am I?’ project and have received the most wonderful 

pieces of work introducing us to their strengths, hopes and dreams. They have been so lovely to 
receive. Our next project, ‘World Changer’ can be found on the website under the following link 
https://www.sbch.org.uk/welcome-sbcs/transition-the-st-bernards-way/ so please do logon as a Year 6 

parent to get the details. Transition of course remains as one of our priorities and again, we will update 
parents as soon as we have further government guidance about the remainder of the school year. Rest 
assured, we will have a robust, caring and exciting programme in place for our new students to settle 

into our school.  
 
This is an ever changing situation and we have to respond to the national circumstances as they 

progress. As a Senior Team and staff body, we are working over the next couple of weeks on what the 
gradual reopening will look like, how we can develop remote learning and make it is as fruitful as 
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possible and how we can ensure that we are meeting the 
mental health needs of all of our students. I will obviously keep you updated of any developments as 
soon as I possibly can.  

 
Finally, a thank you from me. Thank you for your patience, your beautiful emails of support and your 
interest in how we are as a staff. We have staff and families who have suffered bereavements and 

extreme challenges through this time but this is always helped by the messages of care and support 
that we receive from you – thank you! 
 

 
 
 

 
 
We miss our students so much.  

 
Please can you send to them my love and reassure them that as soon as it is safe for them to return, 
we will welcome them back with open arms. In the meantime, look after each other, rely on us for 
support whenever you need it and wait for an update from us as soon as possible. 

 
Stay safe and look after each other. 
God bless, 

 
 
Siobhan Kent 
Principal  

 


