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29th May 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As always I hope that you are all well and taking care of each other as best you can during the 
lockdown period. We are being given silver linings of sunshine at the moment and I hope that you have 

been able to at least enjoy some fresh air and the start of summer.  
 
The last time I wrote to you I explained that we were in the process of planning for our students for the 

summer term to decide how we would respond to government guidance regarding students returning to 
school. Our work has been driven by government guidance and it has therefore taken time to wait for 
updates and developments in their information. There are many questions outstanding and information 

that we still don’t have but I feel that our parents and carers now need to have clarity about the 
summer term for our students.  
 

It has been very important to us that any decisions that we make about students attending school 
incorporate feedback from staff and from parents and carers too. During the last few weeks we have 
ensured that we have conducted staff, parent and governor voice in order to inform our decision 

making. We have also conducted risk assessments and liaised with other schools in the local authority.  
 
We now have a plan in place for June and July in order to support our students and ensure that they 

receive the best possible support during this time.  
 
Keyworker students and those who are vulnerable 

 
We will remain open to our students who have Keyworker parents or those who have an EHCP or who 
are open to Social Care as we have done since the beginning of the lockdown period.  

 
Year 11 
 

We will continue to support Year 11 in their Post 16 applications to and their transition onto their next 
steps in life.  
 

Years 7, 8 and 9 
 
Students in these year groups will not physically return to school this academic year. Instead, they will 
receive their subject work through Go4Schools as they have done throughout the lockdown period. We  
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are so aware that our students also need pastoral support during this time and, as always at St 
Bernard’s, we see their mental health and wellbeing as important as their academic progress. With that 

in mind, the students’ form tutors will also be contacting them once every two weeks in order to chat to 
them, offer support and guidance as well as identifying any barriers that they may need to overcome.  
 

Our Heads of Year will continue to support them with weekly contact over e mail as well as potentially 
offering 1-1 online sessions to those students who need it.  
 

We have also discussed at length the option of using online platforms to hold live lessons for students 
to attend. However, we have significant concerns about potential safeguarding issues with this strategy 
and have therefore taken the decision that this will not be a tool that we will use.  

 
Year 10 
 
As you will be aware the government have asked all schools to ensure that they offer Year 10 students 

some face to face support before the summer holidays to complement their remote learning. During our 
planning we have looked at many possible scenarios to facilitate this including the possibility of bringing  
cohorts of students physically back into school. This has been a tremendously complex situation and we 

have tried at all times to keep the health and safety of our students and our staff at the absolute 
forefront of our conversations and plans.  
 

We have ensured that when students do return to us, social distancing measures are in place in school 
including a heightened level of sanitisation, floor markings and signage as well as classroom 
reconfiguration. However, due to the fact that our students travel from all areas of the authority and 

beyond, often using two bus journeys to travel to and from school, they are not able to avoid public 
transport and as such are at a heightened risk whilst travelling. We also can’t avoid situations where a 
number of students would be travelling at key points in the day, therefore making social distancing even 

more difficult to achieve.  
 
With this in mind, we feel that the risks outweigh the advantages of bringing our Year 10 students 

physically back into school before the summer holidays.  
 
Instead, we will be supporting them by conducting an online Academic Mentoring session with you as 

parents and carers alongside your child which mirrors our normal Academic Mentoring Days in school, 
so that we can discuss the work that your child should have completed to date, explain the work that 
they need to complete prior to the summer, offer support and guidance to any questions or concerns 

that you may have as well as ensuring that our students have all the support that they need for their 
mental health and wellbeing. This session with your child’s Academic Mentor will also give you the 
opportunity to request a further online meeting with your child’s subject teachers should you wish to 

have this. 
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We feel that these sessions will be far more effective and fruitful than bringing students back into 
school for what would only be a number of hours before the summer holidays. They will also give you 

as parents and carers the reassurances that you may need to support your child at home.  
 
I do understand that our approach may differ from that of other schools. Indeed, schools are taking 

independent decisions in relation to wider opening throughout the authority and nationally. This is 
because every school is different with different challenges and different contexts. All that we can do is 
take decisions that are based on our children and our situation. It was clear from our parents and carers 

feedback that you feel, as we do, that you want your children to return to school as soon as possible 
but that you also have concerns about whether it is too early and how the students can be socially 
distant at all points in their day. I said in my last letter that I would not, under any circumstances 

compromise the safety of our staff and students and I feel that this strategy is the safest option that we 
have.  
 
Our Year 10 parents and carers will receive a separate letter to explain how we will run the process of 

Academic Mentoring and will clarify how to make an online appointment.  
 
We have 7 weeks of the school year left and we intend to ensure that our beautiful students are as well 

supported as they can possibly be during this time. If there is anything at all that we can do to help 
further, please don’t hesitate to contact us. We have never spent so long away from our students but 
we are only on the end of a phone call or email should you need anything at all.  

 
As we move through the next couple of months, our plans for September will become clearer. I promise 
as always to keep you as informed as possible and to ensure that you have clarity about how our next 

academic year will begin.  
 
I will finish with a thank you as ever to you, our parents and carers. Thank you for supporting us as a 

school and for placing your trust in us to make decisions in the best interests of our school community. 
We are blessed to have the relationships that we do. 
 

For now, take care of yourselves, take care of each other and stay safe.  
 
 

God bless, 

 
 
Siobhan Kent 

Principal  


