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st
 March 2020

Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope that you are all keeping well and that you are safe together as families. We are very much 

missing all of our students, their laughter and happiness through the school day. God willing we will be 

back into our normal routines as soon as we possibly can!

I wanted to write to you to see if we can help with the pressure of home schooling and the task of 

keeping our students’ minds active. A week into lockdown can start to show that it takes quite a lot to 

keep students occupied and engaged in learning!

Firstly, can I please reassure you that the students’ learning at home will not be equal to their learning 

in school. Our staff train for years gaining specialist subject degrees and qualifying in the skill of 

teaching and learning in order that they are able to successfully deliver lessons, assess progress and 

intervene with our students. No-one can expect this of our parents in the same way. 

Equally, a school setting is designed specifically to focus on learning. We have resources to hand and 

environments which are essential for good progress. The home is where our family is and can often be 

a wonderful yet busy and distracting place to be. Students will simply not have access to the same 

learning environment as school as therefore will find that they don’t settle as easily to learning as they 

do in school. 

In short, please don’t worry! All we are asking is that our students complete work regularly and to the 

best of their ability. 

My advice would be for the students to follow the same subjects in a day as their school timetable. You 

can see this on their Go4Schools account. They may not be able to complete five hours a day but the 

subjects will give them a guide as to what to focus on. 

In order to support our students learning we will be slightly adapting the work that is on Go4Schools for 

them from Monday 6
th
 April. Each subject will place work on your child’s account for one week, so that 

they know how much to complete in a week. In this way, the work shouldn’t seem too overwhelming.

When the students complete a piece of work, please encourage them to e mail it to their subject 

teacher so that the work can be marked and celebrated. 

Equally, if you feel that your child needs additional support or you would like advice regarding their 

work, please feel free to e mail the subject teacher to request that additional support. 

We will only publish work on the students’ Go4Schools account. There may be many other websites, 

resources and reading that the students are advised to access for those who need stretch and 
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challenge. However, their basic activities will only be posted on Go4Schools so please feel reassured 

that the full list of work is on their account. 

We also feel that it is so important that the students feel connected to the school and each other during 

this time. Their pastoral care and wellbeing as always at St Bernard’s is paramount to us. Therefore, 

their Head of Year will send out an e mail each Monday morning to update them on news, give them 

activities linked to wider reading as well as mental health and mindfulness. Please tell the students to 

feel free to respond to these weekly e mails if they would like that contact. 

Obviously this system relies on students accessing their Go4Schools account and their school e mail 

account. If you have any problems with them logging on, please send an e mail 

to ictsupport@sbch.org.uk  and our IT team will do their best to rectify this for you. 

Finally, please do contact us in school if we can help at all. We want to make sure that all of our 

families are as supported as possible during this time and that we do all that we can to stay in contact 

with each other for the good of the children. 

Stay safe and look after each other.

God bless,

Siobhan Kent

Principal 


