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Dear Parents and Carers, 

As you are aware, our communities are currently trying to manage the situation regarding Covid-19. 

You will have seen much in the news, particularly over the last week regarding schools and the impact 

of potential government measures on our students. I thought that it would be prudent at this point to 

communicate with you the measures that we are taking as a school to support our students and put 

their needs as our absolute priority.  

The current instruction from government is that all schools remain open and that education continues 
for all students as normal unless directed differently by Public Health England.  

We receive an update from the Department of Education on a daily basis, ensuring that we have the 

most up to date advice and guidance in relation to Covid-19 and we follow this guidance each day. 

Currently we are being advised that: 

 All of our students regularly wash their hands and where necessary use sanitiser to protect 

themselves.  

 If a child develops a new, continuous cough, or has a raised temperature of 37.8 degrees, they 

should self-isolate at home for 7 days.  

We ask that parents and carers follow this advice and tell us if you are self-isolating your child for the 

above two reasons. This allows us to monitor our absence in school and record it in the correct manner. 

It also allows us to follow Local Authority instruction and inform them regularly of potential cases.  

We have also taken the precaution of slimming down the school calendar for the next month in order to 

ease any arrangements needed should we have an instruction to close.  

We understand completely that our Year 11 students are particularly concerned due their impending 

examinations. As a parent as well as a Principal, I fully understand these concerns and the need to act 

calmly but swiftly to put arrangements in place for our students. We have no information at all from the 

government as to what will happen should the GCSE examinations be interrupted in any way. We are 

therefore doing all that we can to mitigate any disruption to the students. Currently the following 

measures are in place: 

 Our Curriculum Leaders are preparing work packs, resources and online learning for all of our 

students which will be communicated via e mail and our Go4Schools system, should there be a 

closure. This will support student revision in the home and allow them to continue learning from 

their home environment.  
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 GCSE revision classes are taking place across lunchtimes, before school and after school and 

have been since we returned in January. I would ask all of our students to attend as many of 

these sessions as possible so that we boost as much learning as possible whilst the school is 

open. Please can I ask you to support this by encouraging your child’s attendance to the 

sessions wherever possible.  

I know that you will understand from the local and national news that this is a daily changing picture. 

We will respond to the advice that we get from the government quickly and calmly and will keep the 

safety of our students at the core of all of the plans that we make. We will also do our absolute best to 

keep you fully informed as parents and carers, as soon as we have any updates or changes to the 

instructions that we are given. We will do this via letter, the Go4Schools App and website and also 

updates on our school website at www.sbch.org.uk. If you need to update your contact information in 

school, could you please do this as a matter of urgency so that you receive all of the information 

needed.  

I feel that however serious the situation gets locally and nationally, we should do all we can to remain 

calm and measured with our students, putting reasonable yet rigorous plans in place to safeguard our 

students, our staff and our community. Should you have any questions as a family, please do not 

hesitate to contact me and I will support as much as possible.  

There is a possibility that the school starts to become affected by self-isolation as it may lead to staffing 

levels falling. We will obviously respond to this as we normally would with cover arrangements. Should 

this become unmanageable, we will again contact parents and carers to inform you of our next steps.   

Rest assured that I will continue to update you with any information that I have and that we will 

respond accordingly. For now though, school is operating as normal and we wish all of our families and 

community good health and wellbeing.  

God bless, 

 

 
 
Siobhan Kent 
Principal  
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